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You are Invited!

Please join us on Monday, November 11, 2019, as we
honor our Veterans. At 11:30 AM we will be gathering in
the South gym for our annual Veterans Day celebration,
and we would love to have you come and celebrate with
us. Each year we take a small amount of time to
recognize those who have served to keep us safe. Some
we honor are not able to attend because they have paid
the ultimate price for our freedom. Following the
ceremony, we would like to invite all Veterans in
attendance, as well as their families, to join us for a free
lunch in their honor. The ladies in the school cafeteria
have planned a special meal for that very special day.

To our Veterans: Thank you for your service & sacrifice!
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In early 2019, America’s Farmers Grow Rural Education (AFGRE), sponsored by the Bayer Fund, partnered with local
farmers to nominate rural schools and awarded more than $2.3 million in grants to enhance their science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM) programs. Because area farmers answered the call, Grow Rural Education has awarded Yarbrough School
District in Texas County, Oklahoma, with a $10,000 grant. This is Yarbrough’s 4th AFGRE grant for a total of $55,000. The
“Lobo GROW” hydroponic greenhouse, “Lobo STEM Station” makerspace, and “O.A.S.I.S. - A shared Physics Experience”
were previous grant projects.

Yarbrough is one of the many schools across the country that has benefited from the Grow Rural Education program. For
each grant-winning school, teachers, students and, oftentimes, community members develop plans to create more engaging and
innovative STEM programs. Grow Rural Education grants have helped schools purchase an array of STEM-related materials,
such as augmented-reality sandboxes, weather-forecasting and robotics equipment. Yarbrough will use the Grow Rural Education
funds to implement its Sweet Science - A Beekeeping STEM Project, which is Yarbrough School's plan to make the subjects of
math and science more relevant to their students through hands-on beekeeping activities. Students, under the supervision of lead
teachers, will establish, maintain, and tend active honeybee hives. All students district-wide will have the opportunity to actively
engage in age-appropriate math and science projects by utilizing Sweet Science observation hives. "Beepods" educational
honeybee systems will be used to house the hives. In addition, the "Beepods Beeviewers" will be used to allow for up-close
inspection and study. Online Healthy Hive management software will be used to monitor hive health. Once established, the high
school science students will conduct weekly, hands-on activities for the younger students, and once producing, the honey
harvested from the hives will be used in the school breakfast and lunch program. A key component of this program is its link to
a previous Yarbrough grant project. In 2015, Yarbrough used grant funds to establish the Lobo GROW indoor, hydroponic
garden. This garden has been successfully maintained and routinely produces fresh fruits and vegetables for the school salad bar.
The Lobo GROW project and the Sweet Science project will be mutually beneficial. The honeybees will feed from the greenhouse
while helping to pollinate the various plants. This is a very exciting aspect of the new honeybee project as it works hand-in-hand
with the previous greenhouse project.

“America’s Farmers Grow Rural Education is a unique program because farmers play an important role throughout the
process, from nominating schools to selecting the grant winners,” said Al Mitchell, President, Bayer Fund. “With the incredible
support of local farmers, countless grant-winning schools have shared with us how Grow Rural Education funds have made their
STEM programs more engaging and, in several instances, positively impacted test scores.”

To qualify for a Grow Rural Education grant, farmers nominated a school or school district to compete for a merit-based
grant of either $10,000 or $25,000. School districts that were nominated then submitted a grant application describing their
STEM-focused project. Grow Rural Education’s Farmer Advisory Council, consisting of approximately 30 farmer leaders from
across the country, reviewed the finalist applications and selected the winning school districts, including Yarbrough.
Since Grow Rural Education began in 2011, it has awarded more than $18 million to more than 1,000 schools in rural
communities across the United States. To view a complete list of winners or to learn more about the America’s Farmers Grow
Rural Education program, visit AmericasFarmers.com or follow along on Facebook at facebook.com/AmericasFarmers.

YARBROUGH SCHOOL
WINS $10,000 GRANT
TO FURTHER STEM
EDUCATION THANKS
TO LOCAL FARMERS

Partnering with Farmers, America’s
Farmers Grow Rural Education

Program Provides Rural Schools with
$2.3 Million in Grants to Strengthen

Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math (STEM) Education

Mr. Marco Martinez, Board Vice President; Mr. Keith Laird, Board Member;
Mr. Jim Wiggin, Superintendent; Mrs. Derenda Aranda, Dean of Students
and Nominating Farmer; Mr. Trevor Pippit, Monsanto Representative; and
Mr. Mike Johnson, Board President.
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Dakota Beasley
Klarissa Gutierrez

Elleyette Nave
Getruda Thiessen

Daniela Camacho
Blayke Rodman

Kaylee Gutierrez
Maddie Wiggin

G.G. Gherna
Stetson Nave

Anna Kerbo
Andrew Reimer

Heidi Loewen
Karter Weber

Gabriel Gutierrez
Nelly Hildebrant

WOCDA Honor Choir

On Monday October 21st, 2019, Yarbrough music students
Kenzie Gutierrez and G.G. Gherna participated in the 2019
Western Oklahoma Choral Directors Association (WOCDA)
honor choir. This is an audition only choir that had over 600
student tryouts. Kenzie and GG were among 335 selected
participants from over 40 schools. WOCDA’s purpose is to
provide all vocal music students in Western Oklahoma the
opportunity to participate in a larger choral experience with
students from other member schools. Membership is open to any
junior high or high school and their director(s) located west of
Interstate Highway 35 in Oklahoma, excluding metropolitan
Oklahoma City. This year’s festival was held at SWOSU in
Weatherford, Oklahoma. All students and teachers meet for one
day, engage in many activities, and then produce a concert that
same evening. Kenzie Gutierrez also received an honorary medal
for having made the HS mixed choir for three years. We are very
proud of these ladies for representing Yarbrough Schools, and
for KEEPING THE ARTS ALIVE IN THE OKLAHOMA
PANHANDLE!

Mason Oswald

Santana Key
Alexcia Knelssen

Kenzie Gutierrez
Aubrey Schumacher

Alberto Knelssen
Alondra Moreno
Emily Nevarez

Alan Frias-Ramirez
Karleigh Rodman

Alan Nevarez

Mariah Beasley
Noela Loewen

Mikayla Rodman

Kaleb Rodman
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Please come help us honor our Veterans at our annual
Veterans Day Celebration. We will begin in the South Gym

at 11:30 AM with a meal to follow for all our Veterans.
Monday, November 11, 2019


