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At the beginning of the 2010-2011 school year, all 
students in Grades PK-8 will receive a school issued 
Netbook for use not only at school but also at home! 

 

In December of 2009, Mrs. Roberts and Mr. Wiggin found out about a grant 

opportunity through the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Title II, Part D Enhancing 

Education through Technology (EETT) American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

(ARRA) and Oklahoma’s 1 to 1 Digital Classroom Project (1:1 DCP). Mrs. 

Roberts and Mr. Wiggin decided to write for the grant, and they made application 

on behalf of the district in January of 2010. On Thursday, March 25, the school 

was notified by the Oklahoma State Department of Education that of 77 applicants, 

Yarbrough was 1 of 19 to receive grant funding. This grant will bring almost 

$170,000 to Yarbrough Elementary School for the upcoming school year!  

 

Yarbrough’s 1 to 1 digital program 
will be called PowerUp! The goals of the PowerUp! digital 

program are as follows. 
 

 Create a technology-immersed school by providing each elementary student in 

grades PK-8 with a wireless mobile computing device that effectively integrates 

software, online resources, and other appropriate learning technologies that 

have been shown to improve student achievement. 

 Help teachers integrate technology into their teaching practice by providing 

personnel, resources, and access (such as equipment and infrastructure) 

necessary to implement the PowerUp! digital program. 

 Provide the necessary personnel, resources, access, professional development, 

and student instruction to produce technologically literate students by the eighth 

grade, to continue to assist students in the acquisition and application of 

technology skills, and to have a significant impact on the academic achievement 

of our school’s students. 

 Ensure that students are technology literate by the end of eighth grade. 
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The components of the PowerUp! digital program made 
possible through grant funding are as follows. 

 
 A “Netbook” laptop computer with 802.11N Wi-Fi capability for each 

student. 

 A laptop computer for each teacher, also with 802.11N Wi-Fi capability. 

 2 16-bay battery recharging stations for extra batteries. 

 32 extra batteries for student “Netbooks”. 

 3 laptop storage carts with the necessary power adapters to charge 

“Netbooks”. 

 ShelterBelt Remote Agent Filter to provide off campus Internet filtering. 

 Discover Learning Streaming Video Series. 

 Microsoft Office Academic Professional 2007. 

 SMART Classroom Suite to integrate with existing SMART interactive 

whiteboards.  

o SMART Notebook Teacher and Student Edition 

o SMART Sync 

o SMART Response 

 TechSteps online technology curriculum program by SchoolKit. 

 TechSteps online technology literacy assessment program by SchoolKit. 

 Pd21 online technology professional development for teachers. 

 Webinar trainings and onsite technology workshops for teachers. 

 OK-ACTS training for principal. 

 Full-time Educational Technology Integration Specialist AKA “The Tech 

Coach”! 
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 Hey, what about High School?  
What about PowerUp! for us? 

 

With the PowerUp! grant covering funds to provide Netbooks and other 

technologies for the elementary grades from PRK-8, every effort was made to also 

provide our high school students with Netbooks for the 2010 school year.  Using 

district’s general funds and federal funds, we were able to purchase enough 

Netbooks to continue our PowerUp! program through high school.  We are very 

excited that we will now be able to provide all students in grades PK-12 with a 

Netbook to be used at school and at home. 
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INTERNET AND OTHER NETBOOK NETWORKS  

ACCEPTABLE USE AND INTERNET SAFETY POLICY 
 

The Yarbrough Public School District is pleased to make available to students 

and staff access to interconnected computer systems within the district and to 

the Internet, the worldwide network that provides access to significant 

educational materials and opportunities. 
 

In order for the school district to ensure the continued accessibility of its 

computer network and the Internet, all students and staff must take 

responsibility for appropriate and lawful use of this access.  Students and staff 

must understand that one person’s misuse of the network and Internet access 

may jeopardize the ability of all students and staff to enjoy such access.  

While the school’s teachers and other staff will make reasonable efforts to 

supervise student use of network and Internet access, they must have student 

cooperation in exercising and promoting responsible use of this access. 
 

Below is the Acceptable Use and Internet Safety Policy (“policy”) of the 

school district and the Data Acquisition Site that provides Internet access to 

the school district.  Upon reviewing, signing, and returning this policy as 

directed, each student and staff member agrees to follow the policy and will 

be given the opportunity to enjoy Internet access at school.  If a student is 

under 18 years of age, he or she must have his or her parent or guardian read 

and sign the policy.  The school district shall not provide access to any 

student who, if 18 or older, fails to sign and submit the policy to the school as 

directed or, if under 18, does not return the policy as directed with the 

signatures of the student and his/her parent or guardian. 
 

Listed below are the provisions of the agreement regarding computer network 

and Internet use.  The district has designated a staff member to whom users 

may direct questions.  If any user violates this policy, the user’s access will 

be denied or withdrawn, and the user may be subject to additional 

disciplinary action. 
 

Personal Responsibility 
 

By signing this policy, the user agrees not only to follow the rules in this 

policy, but also to report any misuse of the network to the person designated 

by the school for such reporting.  Misuse means any violations of this policy 
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or any other use that is not authorized under this policy, and having the effect 

of harming another or his or her property. 

 

Term of the Permitted Use 

 

A student or staff member who submits to the school, as directed, a properly 

signed policy and follows the policy to which she or he has agreed will have 

computer network and Internet access during the course of the school year 

only.  Students and staff will be asked to sign a new policy each year during 

which they are students or staff members in the school district before they are 

given an access account. 

 

Acceptable Uses 

 

1. Educational Purposes Only.  The school district is providing access to its 

computer networks and the Internet for educational purposes only.  If the 

user has any doubt about whether a contemplated activity is educational, 

the user may consult with the person(s) designated by the school to help 

decide if a use is appropriate. 

 

2. Unacceptable Uses of Network.  Among the uses that are considered 

unacceptable and which constitute a violation of this policy are the 

following:  

 

A. Uses that violate the law or encourage others to violate the law.  Do 

not transmit offensive or harassing messages; offer for sale or use any 

substance the possession or use of which is prohibited by the school 

district’s student discipline policy; view, transmit or download 

pornographic materials or materials that encourage others to violate 

the law; intrude into the networks or Netbooks of others; and 

download or transmit confidential, trade secret information, or 

copyrighted materials.  Even if materials on the networks are not 

marked with the copyright symbol, the user should assume that all  

     materials are protected unless there is explicit permission on the 

     materials to use them. 

 

 B. Uses that cause harm to others or damage to their property.  For 

example, do not engage in defamation (harming another's reputation 

by lies); employ another’s password or some other user identifier that 
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misleads message recipients into believing that someone other than 

the user is communicating or otherwise using his/her access to the 

network or the Internet; upload a worm, virus, “Trojan horse,” “time 

bomb,” or other harmful form of programming or vandalism; 

participate in “hacking” activities or any form of unauthorized access 

to other computers, networks, or information systems. 

 

 C. Uses that jeopardize the security of student and staff access and of 

the computer network or other networks on the Internet.  For 

example, do not disclose or share your password with others; do not 

impersonate another user. 

 

 D. Uses that are commercial transactions.  Students, staff, and other 

users may not sell or buy anything over the Internet.  The user should 

not give others private information about the user or others, including 

credit card numbers and social security numbers. 

 

 3. Netiquette.  All users must abide by rules of network etiquette, which 

include the following: 

 

 A. Be polite.  Use appropriate language.  No swearing, vulgarities, 

suggestive, obscene, belligerent, or threatening language. 

 

 B. Avoid language and uses that may be offensive to other users.  Do 

not use access to make, distribute, or redistribute jokes, stories, or 

other material that is based upon slurs or stereotypes relating to race, 

gender, ethnicity, nationality, religion, or sexual orientation. 

  

 C. Do not assume that a sender of e-mail is giving his or her permission 

for the user to forward or redistribute the message to third parties or 

to give his/her e-mail address to third parties.  This should be done 

only with permission or when the user knows that the individual 

would have no objection. 

 

 D. Be considerate when sending attachments with e-mail (where this is 

permitted).  Be sure that the file is not too large to be accommodated 

by the recipient’s system and is in a format that the recipient can 

open. 
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4.  Cyber Bullying - Cyber bullying is when one or more people intentionally 

harm, harass, intimidate, or reject another person using technology.  This 

includes but is not limited to the following: 

 

 Sending mean or threatening messages via email, IM (instant messaging), 

or text messages.  

 Spreading rumors about others through email, IM, or text messages.  

 Creating a Web site or MySpace (or other social-networking) account 

that targets another student or other person(s). 

 Sharing fake or embarrassing photos or videos of someone with others 

via a cell phone or the Web.  

 Stealing another person’s login and password to send mean or 

embarrassing messages from his or her account. 

 

It shall be the policy of Yarbrough Public Schools that cyber bullying will not 

be tolerated under any circumstances.   A student caught violating this policy 

will lose computer privileges and these actions may result in further 

disciplinary action including suspension or expulsion from school of the 

student(s) involved.   In addition, violators and their parents/guardians may be 

subject to civil and/or criminal penalties as specified by Oklahoma and/or 

federal law.  

 

Internet Safety 

 

 1. General Warning; Individual Responsibility of Parents and Users.  All 

student users and their parents/guardians are advised that access to the 

electronic network may include the potential for access to materials 

inappropriate for school-aged students.  Every user must take 

responsibility for his or her use of the computer network and Internet 

and stay away from these sites.  Parents of minors are the best guides to 

materials to shun.  If a student or staff member finds that other users are 

visiting offensive or harmful sites, he or she should report such use to 

the appropriate school designee. 

 

 2. Personal Safety.  Be safe.  In using the Netbook network and Internet, 

the user should not reveal personal information such as the user’s home 

address or telephone number.  The user should not use his/her real last 

name or any other information which might allow a person to locate the 

user without first obtaining the permission of a supervising teacher.  Do 



PowerUp Policy Handbook June 2010  P a g e  | 10 

 

 

not arrange a face-to-face meeting with someone “met” on the Netbook 

network or Internet without a parent’s permission (if the user is under 

18).  Regardless of the user’s age, the user should never agree to meet a 

person the user has only communicated with on the Internet in a 

secluded place or in a private setting. 

 

 3. “Hacking” and Other Illegal Activities.  It is a violation of this policy to 

use the school’s computer network or the Internet to gain unauthorized 

access to other computers or computer systems, or to attempt to gain 

such unauthorized access.  Any use which violates state or federal law 

relating to copyright, trade secrets, the distribution of obscene or 

pornographic materials, or which violates any other applicable law or 

municipal ordinance, is strictly prohibited. 

 

 4. Confidentiality of Student Information.  Personally identifiable 

information concerning students may not be disclosed or used in any 

way on the Internet without the permission of a parent or guardian or, if 

the student is 18 or over, the permission of the student.  Users should 

never give out private or confidential information about themselves or 

others on the Internet, particularly credit card numbers and Social 

Security numbers.  A supervising teacher or administrator may authorize 

the release of directory information, as defined by law, for internal 

administrative purposes or approved educational projects and activities. 

 

 5. Active Restriction Measures.  The school will utilize filtering software 

or other technologies to prevent users from accessing visual depictions 

that are (1) obscene, (2) pornographic, or (3) harmful to minors.  We are 

using ShelterBelt for our technology protection measure (internet 

filtering software) to ensure that users are not accessing such depictions 

or any other material that is inappropriate for minors. 

 

  Internet filtering software or other technology-based protection systems 

may be disabled by a supervising teacher or school administrator, as 

necessary, for purposes of bona fide research or other educational 

projects being conducted by students age 17 and older. 
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  The term “harmful to minors” is defined by the Communications Act of 

1934 (47 USC Section 254 [h][7]), as meaning any picture, image, 

graphic image file, or other visual depiction that 

 

  - taken as a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient 

           interest in nudity, sex, or excretion; 

 

  - depicts, describes, or represents, in a patently offensive way with 

           respect to what is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act 

           or sexual contact, actual or simulated normal or perverted sexual acts, 

           or a lewd exhibition of the genitals; 

 

  - taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific 

           value as to minors. 

 

 6. All students will be educated about appropriate online behavior, 

including interacting with other individuals on social networking 

websites and in chat rooms and cyber bullying awareness and response. 

 

Privacy 

 

Network and Internet access is provided as a tool for the user’s education.  

The school district reserves the right to monitor, inspect, copy, review, and 

store at any time and without prior notice any and all usage of the computer 

network and Internet access and any and all information transmitted or 

received in connection with such usage.  All such information files shall be 

and remain the property of the school district and no user shall have any 

expectation of privacy regarding such materials. 

 

Failure to Follow Policy 

 

The user’s use of the computer network and Internet is a privilege, not a right.  

A user who violates this policy, shall at a minimum, have his or her access to 

the computer network and Internet terminated, which the school district may 

refuse to reinstate for the remainder of the student’s enrollment or the staff 

member’s employment in the school district.  A user violates this policy by 

his or her own action or by failing to report any violations by other users that 

come to the attention of the user.  Further, a user violates this policy if he or 

she permits another to use his or her account or password to access the 
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computer network and Internet, including any user whose access has been 

denied or terminated.  The school district may also take other disciplinary 

action in such circumstances. 

 

Warranties/Indemnification 

 

The school district makes no warranties of any kind, either express or 

implied, in connection with its provision of access to and use of its computer 

networks and the Internet provided under this policy.  It shall not be 

responsible for any claims, losses, damages, or costs (including attorney's 

fees) of any kind suffered, directly or indirectly, by any user (or his or her 

parents or guardian) arising out of the user’s use of its computer networks or 

the Internet under this policy.  By signing this policy, users are taking full 

responsibility for their own use, and the user who is 18 or older or the 

parent(s) or guardian(s) of a minor student are agreeing to indemnify and hold 

the school, the school district, and all of their administrators, teachers, and 

staff harmless from any and all loss, costs, claims, or damages resulting from 

the user’s access to its computer network and the Internet, including but not 

limited to any fees or charges incurred through purchases of goods or services 

by the user.  The user or the parent(s) or guardian(s) of a minor student agree 

to cooperate with the school in the event of the school’s initiating an 

investigation of a user’s use of his or her access to its computer network and 

the Internet, whether that use is on a school computer or on another computer 

outside the school district's network. 

 

Updates 

 

Users, and if appropriate, their parents/guardians, may be asked from time to 

time to provide new or additional registration and account information or to 

sign a new policy reflecting developments in the law or technology or 

changes in district policy.  Such information must be provided by the user (or 

his/her parents or guardian) or such new policy must be signed if the user 

wishes to continue to receive service.  If after account information is 

provided, some or all of the information changes, the user must notify the 

person designated by the school to receive such information. 
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CODE OF CONDUCT FOR INTERNET AND OTHER  

COMPUTER NETWORK ACCESS 
 

 

The purpose of providing Internet and other computer network access in this 

district is to promote the exchange of information and ideas with the global 

community.  The following represents a guide to the acceptable use of the 

technology provided by this district.  All network use must be consistent with 

the policies and goals of this school district.  Inappropriate use of district 

technology will result in the loss of technology use, disciplinary action, and/or 

referral to legal authorities.  The district may monitor use of district 

technology at any time.  All Internet and computer network users are hereby 

informed that there shall be no expectations of privacy in that school officials 

may monitor users at any time. 

 

All Internet and other computer network users will be expected to abide by 

the generally accepted rules of network etiquette.  These include, but are not 

limited to, the following: 

 

 1. Be polite.  Messages should not be abusive to others. 

 

 2. Take pride in communications.  Check spelling and grammar. 

 

 3. Use appropriate language.  Do not swear or use vulgarities or any other 

inappropriate language, symbols, or pictures. 

 

 4. Protect password confidentiality.  Passwords are not to be shared with 

others.  Using another user’s account or password or allowing such 

access by another may be permitted only with the approval of the 

supervising teacher or system administrator. 

 

5. Do not reveal your personal address or telephone number or those of 

other persons.  No student information protected by FERPA should be 

electronically transmitted or otherwise disseminated through the 

network. 

 

 6. Do not disguise the point of origin or transmission of electronic mail. 

 

 7. Do not send messages that contain false, malicious, or misleading 

information that may be injurious to a person or a person's property. 
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 8. Illegal activities are strictly prohibited:  transferring offensive or 

harassing messages; offering for sale or use any substance the 

possession or use of which is prohibited by the school district’s staff and 

student policies; viewing, transmitting, or downloading pornographic 

materials or materials that encourage others to violate the law; intruding 

into the networks or computers of others; and downloading or 

transmitting confidential, trade secret information, or copyrighted 

materials. 

 

 9. The district technology is not to be used for playing multi-user or other 

network intensive games, commercial ventures, Internet relay chat lines, 

or downloading excessively large files. 

 

10. No charges for services, products, or information are to be incurred 

without appropriate permission. 

 

11. Do not use the network in such a way that you would disrupt the use of 

the network by other users. 

 

12. Users shall respect the privacy of others and not read the mail or files of 

others without their permission.  Copyright and licensing laws will not 

be intentionally violated. 

 

13. Vandalism will result in cancellation of privileges.  Vandalism is 

defined as any malicious attempt to harm or destroy hardware, data of 

another user, Internet, or any other agencies or other networks that may 

be accessed.  This includes, but is not limited to, the uploading or 

creation of computer viruses. 

 

14. Report security problems to the supervising teacher or system 

administrator. 

 

15. Violators of this policy shall hold the district, including its employees 

and agents, harmless against any and all causes of action, damages, or 

other liability resulting from the willful or negligent violation of this 

policy. 
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INTERNET FILTERING REGULATION 
 

Yarbrough School utilizes the ShelterBelt hardware appliance by Two Trees 

Technology for Internet filtering and Internet usage reporting while the 

student is at school.  The ShelterBelt Remote Agent will be installed on each 

student Netbook to provide Internet filtering when the student is not utilizing 

the school’s network.  Therefore, Internet usage on the students Netbook will 

be filtered and monitored at all times regardless of location. 

 

However, please keep in mind the Internet changes rapidly, making it 

impossible to filter all objectionable sites.  Therefore, the staff role in super-

vising and monitoring student access to the Internet is critical.  Additionally, 

staff members have the responsibility to monitor their own navigation on the 

Internet to avoid undesirable sites. 

 

Filtering should be viewed as only one of a number of techniques used to 

manage student access to the Internet and encourage acceptable usage.  

Filtering should not be viewed as a foolproof approach to preventing access to 

inappropriate material and should be used in conjunction with: 

 

 Educating students to be "Internet smart;" 

 

 Using recognized Internet gateways as a searching tool and/or homepage 

for students, in order to facilitate access to appropriate material; 

 

 Using "Acceptable Use Agreements;" 

 

 Using behavior management practices for which Internet access privileges 

can be earned or lost; and 

 

 Appropriate supervision, either in person and/or electronically. 

 

The placement of filters on district Netbooks/laptops systems is viewed as an 

exercise of the board's ability to determine educational suitability of all 

material used in the schools. 

 

Filters may be utilized with district schools to (1) block pre-selected sites, (2) 

block by word, (3) block entire categories like chat and newsgroups, and (4) 

through a pre-selected list of approved sites. 
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Criteria for Filtering of Objectionable Sites 

 

Anything that falls under at least one of the following categories shall be 

blocked.  This list may be update/modified as required. 

 

A. Nudity/Pornography 
1. Prevailing U.S. standards for nudity (e.g., genitalia, female breasts) 

2. Provocative semi-nudity (e.g., lingerie models) 
3. Sites that contain pornography or links to pornographic sites 

      Exceptions:  Classical nudity (e.g., Michelangelo), swimsuit models 

 

B.  Sexuality 

1. Sites that contain material of a mature level (elementary/middle school  

levels) 

2. Images or descriptions of sexual aids 

3. Descriptions of sexual acts or techniques 

4. Sites that contain inappropriate personal ads 

 

C. Violence 

1. Sites that promote violence 

2. Images or a description of graphically violent acts (rape, 

     dismemberment, torture, etc.) 

3. Graphic autopsy or crime-scene images 

 

D. Crime 

1. Information on performing criminal acts (e.g., drug or bomb 

     making, computer "hacking") 

2. Illegal file archives (e.g., software piracy) 

 

E. Drug Use 

1. Sites that promote the use of illegal drugs 

2. Material advocating the use of illegal drugs (e.g., marijuana, LSD) or 

abuse of any drug (e.g., drinking-game rules) statistics) 
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F. Tastelessness 

1. Images or descriptions of excretory acts (e.g., vomiting, urinating) 

2. Graphic medical images outside of a medical context 

       Exception:  Graphic medical images within a medical context 

 

G. Language/Profanity 

1. Passages/words too coarse to be softened by the word filter 

2. Profanity within images/sounds/multimedia files 

3. Sexually or racially tinged language 

    NOTE: The focus is on American English, but profanity in other 

           languages or dialects will be blocked if brought to our attention. 

 

H.  Discrimination/Intolerance 

1. Material advocating discrimination (e.g., racial or religious 

intolerance) 

2. Sites that promote intolerance, hate, or discrimination 

 

I. Interactive Mail/Chat 

1. Sites that contain or allow inappropriate e-mail correspondence 

2. Sites that contain or allow inappropriate chat areas 

 

J. Inappropriate Banner Ads 

1. Advertisements containing inappropriate images 

 

K. Gambling 

1. Sites that allow or promote online gambling 

 

L. Weapons 

1. Sites that promote illegal weapons 

2. Sites that promote the use of illegal weapons 

 

M. Other Inappropriate Material 

1. Body modification:  tattooing, branding, cutting, etc. 

 

N. Judgment Calls 

1. Whether a page is likely to have more questionable material in the 

future (e.g., sites under construction whose names indicate 

questionable material) 
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Procedure for Suggesting Sites be Blocked 

 

If district staff members observe a site that they believe to contain 

inappropriate material according to the above criteria, they may request that 

the site (URL) be blocked.  Education Technology staff will review the site 

for inappropriateness.  If the site meets the criteria for filtering, steps will be 

taken to block the site. 
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INTERNET ACCESS CONDUCT AGREEMENT 
 

 

Every student, regardless of age, must read and sign below: 

 

I have read, understand, and agree to abide by the terms of the foregoing Acceptable Use and Internet Safety 

Policy.  Should I commit any violation or in any way misuse my access to the school district's computer 

network and the Internet, I understand and agree that my access privilege may be revoked and school 

disciplinary action may be taken against me.  I understand I have no expectation of privacy with regard to my 

use of the school district’s technology. 

 

User's Name (print clearly)   Home Phone:   

 

User's Signature:   Date:   

 

Address:   

 

Status:  Student _____       Staff _____       Patron _____       I am 18 or older _____       I am under 18 _____ 

 

 

If I am signing this policy when I am under 18, I understand that when I turn 18, I will have to sign another 

policy. 

 

 

Parent or Guardian:  (If applicant is under 18 years of age, a parent or guardian must also read and sign this 

agreement.)  As the parent or legal guardian of the above student, I have read, understand, and agree that my 

child or ward shall comply with the terms of the school district's Acceptable Use and Internet Safety Policy 

for the student’s access to the school district's computer network and the Internet.  I understand that access is 

being provided to the students for educational purposes only.  However, I also understand that it is 

impossible for the school to restrict access to all offensive and controversial materials and understand my 

child’s or ward’s responsibility for abiding by the policy.  I am, therefore, signing this policy and agree to 

indemnify and hold harmless the school and the school district against all claims, damages, losses, and costs, 

of whatever kind that may result from my child’s or ward’s use of his or her access to such networks and/or 

his or her violation of the foregoing policy.  Further, I accept full responsibility for supervision of my child’s 

or ward’s use of his or her access account if and when such access is not in the school setting.  I hereby give 

permission for my child or ward to use the building-approved account to access the school district's computer 

network and the Internet. 

 

 

 

 

Parent or Guardian (please print):   Home Phone:   

 

 

Signature:   Date:   

 

Address:   

 

 

This agreement is valid for the _______________ school year only. 
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GENERAL USE AND CARE OF THE COMPUTERS 

 
1. Students are expected to treat their Netbook with care and respect.  The 

Netbook and carrying case should be kept clean and free of marks at all 

times.  No stickers, writing, drawing, engraving, decorations or otherwise 

defacing the Netbook, carrying case, power cords, battery, or otherwise 

defacing the school property will be allowed and will result in loss of 

privileges.   

2. When transporting their Netbook to and from school and classes, students 

should always be sure it is placed in the carrying case and the case is fully 

closed.  Netbook carrying case can then be placed inside the student’s book 

bag or back pack.   

3. Students should protect their Netbook from extreme heat or cold.  Netbooks 

should be protected from the weather, water or other liquid, food, and pets. 

4. Netbooks should not be placed in their carrying case while still turned on, 

or placed on or under soft items such as pillows, chairs or blankets.  This 

will cause the Netbook to overheat, and will result in damage to the 

Netbook. 

5. Heavy objects should never be placed or stacked on top of the Netbooks 

(this includes books, musical instruments, sports equipment, etc).   

6. Students should not use their Netbook while walking.   Always use 

computers on a stable surface.   

7. Any inappropriate or careless use of a Netbook should be reported to a 

teacher or other staff member immediately. 

8. Students are responsible for saving and backing up their data.  Yarbrough 

School will not be held responsible for lost data. 

9. The Netbook should never be left unsupervised.  Students and 

parents/guardians are responsible if a Netbook is stolen. 

10. The Netbooks, carrying case, and battery are subjected to inspection at 

anytime without notice. 

11. Students are not allowed to download or install any software or other 

materials without permission from the District Technology Directors. 

12. Student work should be saved to the Thaw Space on the local machine. All 

teachers and students will have access to a network folder for saving all 

grant related projects. 
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USING THE COMPUTER AT SCHOOL 

 
1. Students should never swap or share their Netbook with another student. 

2. Students should never share their password with another student.  Passwords 

should be kept confidential. 

3. Students have permission to take their Netbooks home and are responsible 

for bringing their Netbook, fully charged, to school each day. 

4. Students will not be allowed to take their Netbooks into the cafeteria. 

5.  If the Netbook is damaged or not working properly, it must be turned in to 

the designated location for repair or replacement.   

6. Students will be offered access to another school computer if they do not 

have their Netbook at school or if their computer is being repaired.   

However, if a student continually leaves his/her computer at home, 

disciplinary action may be taken.   

 

 

PowerUp! Policy violations may result in one or more of the following disciplinary 

actions: 

 

1. Detention, afterschool or lunch 

2. Removal of laptop use pending parent conference 

3. Mandatory parent conference 

4. Loss of computer rights 

5. In-school suspension 

6. Suspension 

7. Notification of outside authority/police (charges filed if appropriate) 

8. Administrators discretion 
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USING THE NETBOOK AT HOME 
 

1. Students will not be allowed to take their Netbooks home without their 

parent/guardians signing the Acceptable Use Contract. 

2. Parents/guardians will have access to their child’s login name and password, 

so that they can supervise the student’s Netbook at home. 

3. Students are responsible for recharging their Netbook at home on a daily 

basis. 

4. If the Netbook is damaged or not working properly, it must be turned in to 

Yarbrough School for repair or replacement.   

5. Teachers and administration will be allowed to take laptops home for 

educational purposes.   

 

 

Students who leave the district must return their computer to the district before 

leaving.  Computers not returned will be reported to the Texas County Sheriff’s 

department as stolen and charges will be filed. 
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DAMAGE, INSURANCE AND INVENTORY CONTROL 
 

Accidental damage will be covered under the school’s insurance policy.  However, 

a damage fee must be paid before a replacement computer is issued.  Damage fees 

will be based on repair costs not to exceed $100. 

 

Computer failure related to hardware/software issues will be covered by the 

manufacturer’s warranty.  A replacement computer will be issued while repairs are 

being made.  Students/Guardians/Teachers are not authorized to attempt repairs 

themselves or contract with any other individual or business for the repair of the 

computer. 

 

Intentional damage will be considered vandalism.  In this case, full repair or 

replacement cost of the computer will be charged and further disciplinary action 

may be taken.  

 

The replacement fee for a damaged/lost power adapter will be $35. The 

replacement fee for a damaged/lost carrying case will be $20. 

 

If a computer is lost or stolen, school administration should be contacted and a 

report must be filed with the Texas County Sheriff’s Department within 48 hours.  

A replacement computer will be issued after a $100 fee is paid and the school is 

provided with a copy of the police report.  If a report is not filed with the proper 

authorities, a replacement computer will not be issued until full replacement cost is 

paid.  Upon completion of training and usage agreement contracts, each 

student/teacher will be issued a Netbook/laptop.  The Netbooks and laptops will be 

“checked out” in much the same fashion as a library book using scanned barcodes 

according to computer serial number, operating system serial number, battery 

serial number, and power adapter serial number.  The student/teacher is responsible 

for all equipment checked out in his/her name.  Therefore, students/teachers are not 

to exchange computers, batteries, or power adapters.   

 

At the conclusion of each school year, students and teachers will be required to 

check in their computer.  Computers will be inspected by the Technology 

Department at this time.  Students/teachers will be expected to check in the same 

serial numbered equipment as originally checked out unless replacement 

equipment has been issued by the technology department.  Teachers may check out 

their laptop for the summer through the technology department.   
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During the summer months, computers will be stored in lockable computer carts.  

The lockable computer carts will then be stored in a secure area.   The Technology 

Department will perform various maintenance procedures on the computers during 

the summer months.  Students/Guardians/Teachers are not authorized to attempt 

repairs themselves or contract with any other individual or business for the repair 

of the computer. 
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YARBROUGH PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 

PowerUp! Netbook Usage Contract 
 

The PowerUp! Netbook computer is made available for authorized use to students in grades EC-12 at 

Yarbrough School and their parents.  Students and parents are responsible for the safe operation and care 

of the PowerUp! Netbook. 
 

1. The PowerUp! Netbook is for educational purposes. 
 

2. The PowerUp! Netbook will be operated by only the assigned student and parents/guardians.  

Students will not give their password to any other person. 
 

3. The student and parents/guardians will charge the PowerUp! Netbook every night, and the student 

will bring the PowerUp! Netbook to school every day. 
 

4. The student must immediately report any mechanical problems with the PowerUp! Netbook to 

the teacher.  NO attempt should be made to repair the laptop. 
 

5. The student and parents/guardians accept full responsibility for the return of the PowerUp! 

Netbook in good condition. 
 

a. If a computer is lost or stolen, school administration should be contacted and a report 

must be filed with the Texas County Sheriff’s Department within 48 hours.  A 

replacement computer will be issued after a $100 fee is paid and the school is provided 

with a copy of the police report.  If a report is not filed with the proper authorities, a 

replacement computer will not be issued until full replacement cost is paid. 
 

b. Willful and/or malicious damage to the PowerUp! Netbook will result in a cancellation of 

privileges, disciplinary action, and/or reimbursement for repairs and/or replacement cost 

of the PowerUp! Netbook.  Damage includes, but is not limited to, physical damage to 

the PowerUp! Netbook, attempts to destroy data of other users or the network and the 

uploading or creation of computer viruses. 
 

c. The student and parent/guardian will be held financially liable for loss and/or willful 

damage and the Yarbrough School District will take necessary action to recover said loss, 

including reasonable attorney fees if the district is required to initiate legal action to 

recover replacement costs. 
 

d. Accidental damage will be covered under the school’s insurance policy.  However, a 

damage fee must be paid before a replacement computer is issued.  Damage fees will be 

based on repair costs not to exceed $100. 
 

6. School officials will monitor use of the PowerUp! Netbook, including E-mail and Internet 

privileges. 
 

The student’s and parent’s signatures will indicate acceptance of the terms of this contract and their 

agreement to abide by all the rules in the Yarbrough School District’s Acceptable Use Policy. 
 

___________________________________   ___________________________________  

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE   STUDENT SIGNATURE 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

DATE       DATE 
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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 

 

Parents will play an important role in the success of the PowerUp! program.  One 

avenue of parental involvement will be membership on one of three Power 

communities.  Power Community One focuses on policies and procedures.  Power 

Community Two will focus on evaluation and oversight.  Power Community Three 

will focus on curriculum and training.   Parental involvement activities will 

include:  parent training sessions and parent surveys.   

 

The school Education Technology Integration Specialist (ETIS) will be available 

to answer questions.   The ETIS will also be available during regularly scheduled 

Parent/Teacher Conferences to visit with the public about grant activities. 

 

Parents and community members will be kept informed about the progress of the 

PowerUp! program through regular school newsletter articles and school web site 

postings. 

 

Parents will be informed of their student’s TechSteps computer technology 

progress.  In addition, student work projects will be on display during the school’s 

regularly scheduled Open House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


